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JSU Education program organizes food drive for
Gamecock Market
jsuchanticleer.com/2021/11/12/jsu-education-program-organizes-food-drive-for-gamecock-market/
November 12, 2021

Abigail Harrison, News Editor
The College of Education and Professional Studies is hosting a food and hygiene drive from
Nov. 8-19. The contributions collected from the event will be donated to the Gamecock
Market, which is JSU’s campus food pantry.
According to Justin Parker, a coordinator of Gamecock Market, the program has been in
service for four years, but it was renamed and expanded last year to provide more food,
clothing, hygiene products, and other supplies to students and faculty who are in need. He
said he was inspired to change the name JSU Food Pantry to Gamecock Market to reduce
the stigma surrounding food assistance programs.
The food drive is asking for donations of food items such as canned and boxed food, hygiene
products such as toilet paper and deodorant, and school supplies such as notebooks and
pens. The Market is also in desperate need of items students can use to keep warm during
winter such as blankets and jackets.
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Students and faculty can donate their items in drop off boxes that have been placed in
Romana Wood and Mason Hall. Students can place their donations in the boxes anytime
before Nov. 19. The college is also hosting a one day event on Tuesday, Nov. 16 from 11
a.m. to 2 p.m. in the Theron Montgomery Building Food Court.
Students and faculty are invited to come participate in the event where they can play games
and win prizes. Several fun games will be set up, and a donation of three or more items is
required to play the games. Those who donate more than five items will be entered into a
raffle for a chance to win prizes.
There is also a competition among the departments within the College of Education and
Professional Studies. The department that has the most items donated will be awarded
various prizes.
Madison McAllister is a junior majoring in Secondary Education ELA at JSU. She is part of a
committee that helped organize the food drive, and she wants to encourage students to
donate what they can.
“JSU is known as the Friendliest Campus in the South,” McAllister said. “What better way to
show our hospitality than to support our peers that may need extra assistance during the
semester.”
According to Parker, it is important that people participate in the drive because the program
cannot function without donations.
“It’s all donation based, so without that we don’t have food to give,” said Parker. “Right now
half the pantry is probably empty so that’s why we are looking for more donations.”
So far, the Education Program has already collected 150 items from the drive, according to
Gena Christopher, adjunct instructor in the College of Education.
The event’s slogan is “You have to Maslow before you can Bloom,” which is based on the
developmental theorists Abraham Maslow and Benjamin Bloom. According to Christopher,
their theories on physiological needs are important to the Education Program because they
signify how students’ basic needs of safety and security need to be fulfilled before they can
be successful in their learning experiences.
“As a class, we believe that we must meet our students’ basic needs before we can expect
them to think critically,” said Cristopher. “We know that our JSU community has many
students who struggle, who are food insecure, or who lack support.”
Jade Swink, junior at JSU, is an example of one student who has utilized Gamecock Market
during a time of need. Swink said that when she was running low on food this semester, she
was able to fill out a form and receive a variety of food.
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“It is so easy to run out of hygienic products or run out of food,” said Swink. “So I think it is
really important to have something like this to where you don’t feel vulnerable because a lot
of people don’t like asking for help.”
Swink told about a time when she was scared to ask for help, but she said Gamecock Market
created a comfortable environment that helped her feel better about her situation.
One area Swink hopes to see the Market improve is in its advertisement efforts so that more
students in need are made aware of and can utilize the program. Gamecock Market is aware
of this problem and is working to find ways to make the pantry more accessible for students,
according to Parker.
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Jacksonville State uses huge second half to defeat
Lamar, 38-7
jsuchanticleer.com/2021/11/15/jacksonville-state-uses-huge-second-half-to-defeat-lamar-38-7/
November 15, 2021

Benjamin Hall, Correspondent
On Saturday, Nov. 13, Jacksonville State football went on the road and defeated the Lamar
Cardinals 38-7. The win was coach Maxwell Thurmond’s first win as interim head coach for
the Gamecocks. It was also the first road win since the Gamecocks defeated Florida State
on Sep. 11. With the win, the Gamecocks now have a record of 5-5 overall with a 3-2 record
in the AQ7.
Jacksonville State overpowered the Cardinals defense with 493 total yards of offense. JSU
recorded 256 passing yards and 237 rushing yards. Cooper threw for 244 yards on 16
completions for three touchdowns. Ron Wiggins led the Gamecocks with 98 rushing yards
with a pair of touchdowns. Josh Samuel also helped the rushing attack with 88 rushing
yards. Ahmad Edwards led all JSU receivers with 95 yards on five catches. The JSU defense
limited Lamar to 147 total yards. DJ Coleman, Stevonte Tullis, and Chris Hardie led the JSU
defense with six tackles apiece.
The Cardinals got the scoring started with a five-yard touchdown run by Jaylon Jackson at
the 6:49 mark of the first quarter. It turned out that this was their only touchdown of the
game.
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After the Lamar touchdown, the Gamecocks shut out the Cardinals and scored 38
unanswered points.
Alen Karajic scored the first points for the Gamecocks with a 21-yard field goal at the 13:16
mark of the second quarter. Wiggins finished a 90-yard drive with a 18-yard run at the 4:53
mark in the second quarter.
In the second half, Cooper had three touchdown passes. At the 11:10 mark in the third
quarter, Cooper threw a 29-yard pass to PJ Wells. The second touchdown pass for Cooper
was a 33-yard pass to Edwards at the 10:20 mark in the fourth quarter. The last touchdown
pass was a 21-yard pass to Jayson Jones in the fourth quarter at the 9:11 mark.
Wiggins scored the final touchdown of the game with an explosive 55-yard run at the 4:40
mark of the fourth quarter.
“It’s so awesome,” Thurmond said. “It’s exciting for me but it’s more exciting for those guys
in that locker room. I couldn’t be more proud of how they worked this week with everything
that was going on.”
JSU’s last game of the regular season is next Saturday, Nov. 20, at Eastern Kentucky. Kickoff
at Roy Kidd Stadium is set for 1 p.m. The game will be available to stream on ESPN+.
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Cross country competes in their last seasonal meet
jsuchanticleer.com/2021/11/15/cross-country-competes-in-their-last-seasonal-meet/
November 15, 2021

Jo Mayo, Correspondent
Jacksonville State University’s men and women’s cross country team competed in their last
meet of the season on Friday, Nov. 12, in Huntsville, Alabama. JSU fought hard in the NCAA
South Region Championships against numerous colleges from neighboring states.
The Lady Gamecocks competed against the best of the best in a 6k. 225 women ran in this
race, not including the six that did not finish (DNF). Leading the Gamecocks was senior
Sarah Jaloma who came in 157th place. This place is impressive considering she outran 68
people for that spot. She ran the first split of 1.6k in 5:47:68 and had an overall time of
23:13:14. Close behind her was Bethelhem Manzano Jimeno in 162nd place. This freshman
had a faster 1.6k split with 5:46:65 but had an overall time of 23:19:51. In 175th came
sophomore Elizabeth Wetmore with 23:40:26. These women lead the Gamecocks with their
times. Following this was Sierra Wainer in 208th with 24:53:75, Briar Poytress in 210th with
24:56:87, Miriam Schulz in 213 with 25:10:88, and directly behind her in 214th was Trinity
Schraudner with 25:14:03. When looking at the overall placements, Ole Miss came in first
averaging 69 points, and their team had an average time of 20:13. Jacksonville State had an
average time of 24:00 with 844 points, coming in 31/32. JSU managed to beat Georgia
Southern who had a 25:09 average time.
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The Gamecock men also competed in these championships, running a 10k. Junior Alex
Kitum led JSU in 127th place with a time of 33:24:07, while running the first split of 1.6k in an
astounding time of 4:50:39. In 148th was freshman Rodrigo Fraga Odriozola with 34:54:04.
He was very consistent in running the second to last 8.22k split in 6:03:24 and the last 10k
split in 6:03:73. Next came Mason McMahon in 157th with a time of 35:37:49. His first 1.6k
split was an exciting 5:13:23. After these leaders came Taylor Gibson in 167th with 36:53:22,
Sam Green in 170th with 37:32:21, and directly behind him in 171th was Kaden Marker with
37:49:87. There were 175 men who finished in this 10k, not including the six that DNF. Ole
Miss won once again with an average time of 29:57 and a score of 68. Jacksonville State
placed 24/25 with an average score of 717 and time of 35:40, which led them to beat Florida
Atlantic who had an average overall score of 723.
The Gamecock women’s cross country team placed 31/32, led by Sarah Jaloma placing
157th. The men’s team did about the same as the women placing 24/25 overall, led by Alex
Kitum coming in 127th out of the 175 that finished. These NCAA Region Championships
were the last meets of the season for both cross country teams. After having consistent
placings all year, the Gamecocks are ready to improve and train for the next season.
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Was “Halloween Kills” necessary for the franchise?
jsuchanticleer.com/2021/11/15/was-halloween-kills-necessary-for-the-franchise/
November 16, 2021

Emily Ford, Correspondent
Michael Myers movies are classics and have grown to a series of 12 movies since the
original film debuted in ‘78. The dramatic cliffhanger at the end of the 2018 version of
“Halloween” had everyone looking forward to the next big ‘Halloween’ movie. Now that it’s
here, was it worth the hype?
The original film began with six-year-old Michael, already a psychopath. Michael kills his
older sister and is sent away to an asylum which he later escapes from and picks up where
he left off on Halloween night. He kills many people, but there is one girl that he can’t kill,
Laurie Strode. Played by Jamie Lee Curtis.
“Halloween Kills” picks up where the 2018 “Halloween” left off. Laurie Strode, now a
grandmother filled with vengeance against Michael, has been planning since her first
encounter with him to kill him when she gets the chance. She, her daughter, son-in-law, and
granddaughter go head to head with Michael and her planning seems to pay off. They are
able to trap him in the basement of her home and set the house on fire.
However, in the midst of the confrontation with Michael, her son-in-law is killed and she is
stabbed in the stomach and sent to the hospital.
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Unfortunately, a crew of unknowing firefighters come to quench the flames and Michael kills
them all before escaping once more.
News that Michael is back is spreading across the town, reaching the ears of a crew of
people who survived the first film with Michael, which leads them to gathering people
together to kill him.
Michael eventually kills many of them, but the mob of people who want to kill him has
become so large and fired up. The new mob has formed at the hospital and has begun
chanting “evil dies tonight!”
A rumor is spread that another escapee from the asylum is actually Michael and the mob
tracks him down to kill him. The scared and innocent man jumps out of a window, killing
himself. A few members of the mob including Laurie’s daughter are convinced that it is not
Michael and that their rage has led them to kill an innocent man. They fear that they,
themselves, have become monsters.
“Halloween Kills” acts as a bridge between the first “Halloween” movie and “Halloween
Ends,” an ultimate showdown between Michael and Laurie Strode, which is set to come out
next year. However, the film feels more like a placeholder than a bridge at many points.
The main characters are locked away in the hospital for the majority of the movie, leaving all
of the action scenes to characters that are barely known to the audience. It is painted to be a
revenge piece, but the character who is supposed to be getting revenge, Laurie Strode, is
too injured to do so for the entirety of the film.
One of the themes most seen throughout the movie is the generational trauma many
characters are experiencing and how the trauma manifests itself. Ultimately, the entire
community has unified together under one mission: kill the boogeyman. None of the deeper
themes throughout the movie are ever explored beyond the surface level, though, and the
film often feels like a never-ending series of gore without any point to it. There is not much
that separates “Halloween Kills” from the other films in its series.
With the built-up momentum growing throughout the course of the film, the ending seems to
fall flat. It is rather anticlimactic considering all of the rage that has built up, not only in one
night, but for decades.
Fans have long suspected that Michael is more than flesh and bones, he is treated as
though he is a demon. He is a representation of death and of evil itself, explaining why he is
not able to be killed.
All in all, the movie is action-packed and explores many interesting ideas, but never quite
brings them together cohesively. It seems to me that there are many loose ends that still
need to be tied even before the final film in the series. I’m interested to see if the filmmakers
are able to finish what they started in next year’s final movie.
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JSU tramples Alabama A&M with three-pointer in 2021
home opener
jsuchanticleer.com/2021/11/16/jsu-tramples-alabama-am-with-three-pointer-in-2021-home-opener/
November 16, 2021

Luke Simmons, Correspondent
Coming off a heartbreaking loss against Wichita State, JSU men’s basketball team
rebounded in their season debut at Pete Mathews Coliseum.
The Gamecocks controlled the pace from the start, jumping out to an early 9-0 lead. A&M
responded with tenacious defence that shortened the deficit to 17-16. This Aggie momentum
would be short lived, however as JSU retaliated with a flurry of threes.
Jalen Gibbs led the charge with three three-pointers and Darian Adams drained two of his
own to help close out the half with a commanding 40-18 lead. The Gamecock’s defensive
intensity should also be commended as they held A&M to 19% shooting from the field in the
first half.
The second half was more of the same as the offensive onslaught continued for JSU.
Alabama A&M was able to show some late signs of life in the final minutes, but to no avail as
the Gamecocks dominated with a final score of 70-47 Jalen Gibbs finished with 15 points
and six rebounds, while shooting 50% from three. Darian Adams scored 13 with five boards
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and six assists. Brandon Huffman controlled the paint as he contributed 12 points and 10
rebounds. Kayne Henry and Jalen Finch also added to the box score with 12 and nine
points, respectively.
Be sure to catch the Gamecocks back in action as they travel to Troy on Tuesday, Nov. 16 at
6:00 p.m. on ESPN+.
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JSU women’s basketball falls on first road trip of the
season
jsuchanticleer.com/2021/11/17/jsu-womens-basketball-falls-on-first-road-trip-of-the-season/
November 17, 2021

Preston Odam, Correspondent
Jacksonville State’s women’s basketball team fell on the road at the hands of the Davidson
Wildcats losing 58-69 on Sunday, Nov. 14. JSU now sits at 1-1 early in the season and the
Wildcats picked up their first victory of the year making them 1-2. The Gamecocks’ slow start
created a difficult hole to climb out of. Although JSU was close to a comeback multiple times
during the game, the Wildcats’ always answered the Gamecocks’ runs which helped lead
them to the win.
In the game three Gamecocks scored in double digits. Imari Martin led JSU in scoring with a
game high 15 points. Shawnta Shaw had a career high of 13 points following closely behind
Martin. Finally, Kiana Johnson added 10 points respectively. While Davidson barely won the
rebound battle with 38 boards to JSU’s 37, Kennedy Gavin was able to grab a team high of
10 rebounds for the Gamecocks. This is the second game in a row Gavin has reached
double figures in rebounds for JSU. Davidson shot a solid 44.6 percent from the field while
JSU shot a disappointing 34.5 percent in the game.
Davidson scored the opening bucket of the game 15 seconds into the game to gain a 2-0
lead. Martin was able to respond to the quick Wildcat bucket with a three pointer the next
possession for the Gamecocks giving JSU the early lead 3-2. Davidson went on a 6-0 run
after the two quick buckets to grab a 8-3 lead with a little over six minutes remaining in the
opening period of the game. Keiara Griffin hit a jumper to cut the Wildcat lead to only three,
however, Davidson answered the Gamecock bucket with an 8-2 run that would give the
Wildcats a 16-7 advantage after the first quarter.
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For the first two minutes of the second quarter, defense was strong for both teams. Madison
McCoy scored the first basket of the quarter for either team which cut the Davidson lead to
seven, 9-16. Davidson would go another run gaining a double digit advantage of 22-9 before
some essential free throws from Shaw and Kaiya Burnnett cut the Wildcat lead to nine, 22-13
with a little more than five and a half minutes remaining in the first half of the game.
Davidson would extend their lead throughout the second quarter eventually gaining a 14
point lead with only 19 seconds remaining in the first half. Martin was able to connect on two
important free throws prior to the halftime break cutting the Davidson lead to 12, 32-20.
To open the third quarter and the second half, JSU came out on fire going on a 13-2 run that
would cut the deficit to only one, 34-33 with 6:24 remaining in the third period. Davidson
pushed their lead to six before Martin hit another three for the Gamecocks to cut the lead to
36-39 for the Wildcats. Davidson went on a run of their own to close the third quarter. The
Wildcats scored 11 points to only four from JSU to gain a 50-40 lead entering the final
quarter of play.
JSU was able to come out on a 6-0 run of their own to kick off the fourth quarter with Kiana
Johnson scoring 4 of the 6. Johnson hit a jumper with 7:14 remaining in regulation to trim the
Davidson lead to 52-50. Davidson responded with a run of their own in the ensuing six
minutes of play scoring 12 points to JSU’s 4 to extend their lead 65-54. Johnson hit a layup
that got the Gamecocks within single digits, 65-56, with 1:09 left in the game. After a
Davidson three pointer, Shaw hit a layup late in the game, but the basket was not enough as
Davidson would claim the victory, winning 69-58.
JSU will now go on an extended stretch of road games before returning to the Pete Mathews
Coliseum Nov. 30. The next game for the Gamecocks is slated for a matchup with in-state
foe Samford University on Wednesday, Nov. 17. Tip off for this game is set for 6 p.m. at the
Pete Hanna Center in Birmingham, Alabama. Fans can stream the game live on ESPN+.
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JSU Education program organizes food drive for
Gamecock Market
jsuchanticleer.com/2021/11/12/jsu-education-program-organizes-food-drive-for-gamecock-market/
November 12, 2021

Abigail Harrison, News Editor
The College of Education and Professional Studies is hosting a food and hygiene drive from
Nov. 8-19. The contributions collected from the event will be donated to the Gamecock
Market, which is JSU’s campus food pantry.
According to Justin Parker, a coordinator of Gamecock Market, the program has been in
service for four years, but it was renamed and expanded last year to provide more food,
clothing, hygiene products, and other supplies to students and faculty who are in need. He
said he was inspired to change the name JSU Food Pantry to Gamecock Market to reduce
the stigma surrounding food assistance programs.
The food drive is asking for donations of food items such as canned and boxed food, hygiene
products such as toilet paper and deodorant, and school supplies such as notebooks and
pens. The Market is also in desperate need of items students can use to keep warm during
winter such as blankets and jackets.
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Students and faculty can donate their items in drop off boxes that have been placed in
Romana Wood and Mason Hall. Students can place their donations in the boxes anytime
before Nov. 19. The college is also hosting a one day event on Tuesday, Nov. 16 from 11
a.m. to 2 p.m. in the Theron Montgomery Building Food Court.
Students and faculty are invited to come participate in the event where they can play games
and win prizes. Several fun games will be set up, and a donation of three or more items is
required to play the games. Those who donate more than five items will be entered into a
raffle for a chance to win prizes.
There is also a competition among the departments within the College of Education and
Professional Studies. The department that has the most items donated will be awarded
various prizes.
Madison McAllister is a junior majoring in Secondary Education ELA at JSU. She is part of a
committee that helped organize the food drive, and she wants to encourage students to
donate what they can.
“JSU is known as the Friendliest Campus in the South,” McAllister said. “What better way to
show our hospitality than to support our peers that may need extra assistance during the
semester.”
According to Parker, it is important that people participate in the drive because the program
cannot function without donations.
“It’s all donation based, so without that we don’t have food to give,” said Parker. “Right now
half the pantry is probably empty so that’s why we are looking for more donations.”
So far, the Education Program has already collected 150 items from the drive, according to
Gena Christopher, adjunct instructor in the College of Education.
The event’s slogan is “You have to Maslow before you can Bloom,” which is based on the
developmental theorists Abraham Maslow and Benjamin Bloom. According to Christopher,
their theories on physiological needs are important to the Education Program because they
signify how students’ basic needs of safety and security need to be fulfilled before they can
be successful in their learning experiences.
“As a class, we believe that we must meet our students’ basic needs before we can expect
them to think critically,” said Cristopher. “We know that our JSU community has many
students who struggle, who are food insecure, or who lack support.”
Jade Swink, junior at JSU, is an example of one student who has utilized Gamecock Market
during a time of need. Swink said that when she was running low on food this semester, she
was able to fill out a form and receive a variety of food.
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“It is so easy to run out of hygienic products or run out of food,” said Swink. “So I think it is
really important to have something like this to where you don’t feel vulnerable because a lot
of people don’t like asking for help.”
Swink told about a time when she was scared to ask for help, but she said Gamecock Market
created a comfortable environment that helped her feel better about her situation.
One area Swink hopes to see the Market improve is in its advertisement efforts so that more
students in need are made aware of and can utilize the program. Gamecock Market is aware
of this problem and is working to find ways to make the pantry more accessible for students,
according to Parker.
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Jacksonville State uses huge second half to defeat
Lamar, 38-7
jsuchanticleer.com/2021/11/15/jacksonville-state-uses-huge-second-half-to-defeat-lamar-38-7/
November 15, 2021

Benjamin Hall, Correspondent
On Saturday, Nov. 13, Jacksonville State football went on the road and defeated the Lamar
Cardinals 38-7. The win was coach Maxwell Thurmond’s first win as interim head coach for
the Gamecocks. It was also the first road win since the Gamecocks defeated Florida State
on Sep. 11. With the win, the Gamecocks now have a record of 5-5 overall with a 3-2 record
in the AQ7.
Jacksonville State overpowered the Cardinals defense with 493 total yards of offense. JSU
recorded 256 passing yards and 237 rushing yards. Cooper threw for 244 yards on 16
completions for three touchdowns. Ron Wiggins led the Gamecocks with 98 rushing yards
with a pair of touchdowns. Josh Samuel also helped the rushing attack with 88 rushing
yards. Ahmad Edwards led all JSU receivers with 95 yards on five catches. The JSU defense
limited Lamar to 147 total yards. DJ Coleman, Stevonte Tullis, and Chris Hardie led the JSU
defense with six tackles apiece.
The Cardinals got the scoring started with a five-yard touchdown run by Jaylon Jackson at
the 6:49 mark of the first quarter. It turned out that this was their only touchdown of the
game.
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After the Lamar touchdown, the Gamecocks shut out the Cardinals and scored 38
unanswered points.
Alen Karajic scored the first points for the Gamecocks with a 21-yard field goal at the 13:16
mark of the second quarter. Wiggins finished a 90-yard drive with a 18-yard run at the 4:53
mark in the second quarter.
In the second half, Cooper had three touchdown passes. At the 11:10 mark in the third
quarter, Cooper threw a 29-yard pass to PJ Wells. The second touchdown pass for Cooper
was a 33-yard pass to Edwards at the 10:20 mark in the fourth quarter. The last touchdown
pass was a 21-yard pass to Jayson Jones in the fourth quarter at the 9:11 mark.
Wiggins scored the final touchdown of the game with an explosive 55-yard run at the 4:40
mark of the fourth quarter.
“It’s so awesome,” Thurmond said. “It’s exciting for me but it’s more exciting for those guys
in that locker room. I couldn’t be more proud of how they worked this week with everything
that was going on.”
JSU’s last game of the regular season is next Saturday, Nov. 20, at Eastern Kentucky. Kickoff
at Roy Kidd Stadium is set for 1 p.m. The game will be available to stream on ESPN+.
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900,000 children vaccinated in first week of clearance
jsuchanticleer.com/2021/11/18/900000-children-vaccinated-in-first-week-of-clearance/
November 18, 2021

Emily Ford, Correspondent
COVID vaccines for children ages 5 to 11 have been cleared as of Nov. 2 as the White
House received word that the head of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
approved a lower dose of the Pfizer COVID-19 vaccine for kids in the age group.
Vaccines began to be administered the following day as parents who had been waiting for
the final clearance brought their children in to be vaccinated. About 900,000 kids within the
age group received their first dose of the vaccine in the week following its clearance, which is
the same number of 12 to 15 year-olds that received the vaccine in the first week of its
clearance for the age group in May 2021.
According to Jeff Zients, the White House coronavirus response coordinator, 700,000 more
children were reported to have appointments lined up to get their vaccines as of Nov. 10.
The initial surge was predicted as many parents have been pushing to get their young
children vaccinated in time for the holidays. Children who began their series of shots last
week will be fully vaccinated by Christmas.
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The Pfizer vaccine is required to be administered as two shots given three weeks apart,
dosed at 10 micrograms, as opposed to 30 micrograms for older ages. It is one-third of the
dosage given to teens and adults.

Regardless of the surge of young children being vaccinated, it is not expected to continue at
a rapid pace like in its first couple of weeks. White House officials expect the surge to die
down quickly like it did with the 12 to 15 age group following its first couple of weeks with the
pace only increasing across the next several days and weeks, according to Zients.
Not only that, but the numbers are not as high as they may sound.

There are approximately 28 million American children in the 5 to 11 age group, and only
about 3% of newly eligible children in the U.S. got their first shots within the first week. On
top of that, only about 3 in 10 parents of children in the age group have reported that they
are eager to have their child vaccinated, according to reports done by the Kaiser Family
Foundation.

Despite these statistics, President Joe Biden’s administration says that they will continue to
work with states and health care providers to make more doses available as needed. The
administration has said it has procured enough vaccines to inoculate all 28 million 5 to 11
year-olds in the U.S. It is also providing states with mobile clinics supported by the Federal
Emergency Management Agency and encouraging schools to host vaccine clinics to make it
easier for kids to get their shots.

As of the latest reports, there are over 20,000 locations giving vaccines for young children
across the country, such as pharmacies, pediatric offices, and children’s hospitals. Many
locations are even hosting specific events for the vaccines and offering shots in morning
hours before parents need to go to work to encourage more parents to get their children
vaccinated.
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JSU releases updated COVID-19 mask policy
jsuchanticleer.com/2021/11/18/jsu-releases-updated-covid-19-mask-policy/
November 19, 2021

Abigail Harrison, News Editor
Earlier today, the university announced its new requirements for face coverings on campus.
The new policy will go into effect on Nov. 29, following Thanksgiving break. According to a
statement released by the Office of the President, the updated mandate will still require
students and faculty to wear a mask in the RMC, on campus transportation, and when
preparing food.
One major change to the mandate is that faculty and staff members now have discretion in
requiring masks in their classrooms or meetings, according to the statement. This means
maskless instruction is returning to campus, and many students are excited.
James Allen, sophomore at JSU, thinks the changes to the mask policy are reasonable and
feels comfortable not wearing a mask on campus.
“I think it’s good that teachers are being allowed to make the mask decision in their
classrooms,” Allen said. “If students feel comfortable without masks, then it’s good that
they’re being allowed to make their own decisions, too.”
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According to Chief Michael Barton, Director of Public Safety, the university established
metrics at the beginning of the year for deciding COVID-19 safety procedures, and the
factors that are considered include the increase or decrease in COVID-19 cases on campus,
the increase or decrease in local hospitalizations, and the increase or decrease in COVID-19
deaths in the state.
The update comes at a time when COVID-19 is significantly improving in Jacksonville,
according to Barton.
“RIght now, we are seeing a marked decrease in all of those areas, a drastic mark
decrease,” said Barton. “I think as of this morning we had two positive cases reported on our
campus. The hospital has seven patients admitted with COVID-19, none in ICU or on the
ventilator.”
Barton also said that the number of vaccinated individuals has significantly increased on
campus, which is partially due to the vaccine incentive program that ended on Oct. 15.
With the decrease in cases and increase in vaccination rates, the university feels
comfortable in lowering the mask mandate, according to Barton. However, some people on
campus do not feel the same.
One JSU faculty member, who wished to stay anonymous, said that they do not agree with
the university’s decision and will still require masks in their classroom.
“Having a mandate that requires masking in some places but not others leads to inconsistent
mask use, which in turn defeats the purpose of masking as a form of community health and
community care,” said the faculty member.
They also expressed concern about the timing of the mask update because, according to the
CDC, holiday gatherings increase the chances of contracting and spreading COVID-19.
“Students will be leaving campus for a full week for Thanksgiving before returning back to
campus for finals, providing ample opportunity for them to contract COVID and then spread it
to their peers and teachers during exams,” said the faculty member.
In the statement released by President Killingsworth, he encouraged students and faculty to
practice safe measures during the Thanksgiving holiday such as getting vaccinated, avoiding
crowded spaces, and not attending events if sick.
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